AUSTRALIAN DEMETER BIO-DYNAMIC

Bio Dynamic Agricultural Association of Australia __

o,

o }
|

Newsletter Winfer 2020

BIODYNAMIC SEED COMPANY

Seeds are the masterpiece of nature’

The Biodynamic Seed Company (BDSC) is a not for profit organisation set up to support Demeter Biodynamic seed
production and distribution within Australia. Our focus is on open pollinated commercial vegetable varieties that
suit the needs of professional organic and biodynamic farmers.

BDSC was founded by Luke Sansom and Darren Aitken. Luke produces seed in Brooklet NSW, runs a commercial
vegetable seedling nursery and has a company that offers certified seed to professional growers. Darren is a
Demeter BD market gardener in Inverleigh, Vic, and is also involved in providing Demeter BD training for new
farmers. Both have had a keen interest in the importance of BD seed and the related issues for many years.

The company was established with the support of Australian Demeter Biodynamic organisations, the Biodynamic
Agricultural Association of Australia (BDAAA), the Biodynamic Marketing Company (BDMC) and the Biodynamic
Growers Association (BDGA).

The need for such an entity arose out of the increasing demands of certification standards and significant and
ongoing changes to import conditions. This resulted in many seed varieties being extremely difficult to import due
to extensive testing requirements, in certain cases requiring mandatory fungicide treatment. Changes to import
standards imposed significant barriers to the availability of commercial quality organic/biodynamic vegetable
seed.

In response we used prior contacts we had established overseas and began building relationships with
international BD/organic vegetable breeders that were interested in licencing varieties to BDSC in order to
produce, maintain and distribute their varieties within Australia. At present we have partnerships in the USA with
High Mowing Seeds, The Organic Seed Alliance and Cornell University, and in Europe with Sativa Seeds, Kultursaat
and Saat Gut.

The BDSC focuses specifically on the following:
e Obtaining the licencing agreements within Australia for select varieties and sourcing the
initial seed from the breeder

e Being responsible for genetic maintenance of the varieties

e Contracting seed production to Demeter certified biodynamic producers, BDAAA and
BDGA members

e Providing facilities for centralised seed processing and quality control

e Handling the wholesale distribution of Demeter certified biodynamic seed to retail seed
companies in Australia
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This approach allows the Biodynamic Seed Company to:

Set a high-quality standard for maintenance, improvement and production of varieties
being newly introduced into Australia.

Keep all production, processing and quality control certified to the Australian Demeter
Biodynamic Standard and the National Standard for Organic and Biodynamic Produce in
Australia.

Ensure a price point is set and maintained that is fair to seed growers contracted to
produce seed, creating worthwhile future opportunities and prospects for seed producers
in Australia.

Our organisation does not sell direct to farmers and leaves this to a wider range of seed
companies well established to do this.

As a minimum we will work with growers in the following ways:

Providing contracts outlining price and production.

Supplying the original seed for production and purchasing seed produced according to the
contract.

Determining suitable crops for specific farms and climate zones based on existing farming
operations and skills in seed production.

Providing cultivar guidelines — how they should look

Development of ELITE seed and Demeter certified Commercial seed. Elite seed is
maintained to a higher standard than commercial seed. Only the elite seed is used to
grow commercial seed crops. Commercial seed is not used to grow commercial seed
crops.

Guidance on rouging selection to develop elite seed and commercial seed.

Providing information on the required Isolation Distance within the species and the
method of pollination and Minimum Population Size for genetic maintenance of varieties.

Information on harvest and extraction techniques, basic seed cleaning and drying seed.

Providing practical education in all areas of seed production

BIODYNAMIC SEED COMPANY

Seeds are the masterpiece of nature’

For more information contact:
biodynamicseedcompany@gmail.com
Luke Sansom, CEO, Mob: 0404 264 693
Darren Aitken, Director, Mob: 0419 158 030
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Q). Will BDAAA&BDGA
members be able to buy small
quantities of seed?

BDAAA and BDGA will be able to
purchase smaller quantities of
seed produced by the BDSC
through the BDGA seed bank and
through selected organic seed
resellers within Australia.

Q. What varieties are planned
for seed production and why have
they been chosen?

The varieties chosen for seed
production are based on the
needs of professional market
gardeners within Australia. This
includes Biodynamic and organic
commercial growers. We aim to
cover a wide range of commercial
crops.

Q . What does ‘responsible for
genetic maintenance’ mean?
Genetic maintenance relates to
specific techniques that maintain
a variety in good condition. These
techniques will be shared with
commercial BD seed growers
producing each specific variety.
BDSC will provide ongoing training
and technical support to
contracted seed producers. The
aim is high quality commercial
seed that is certified to the
Australian Demeter Biodynamic
Standard for Organic &
Biodynamic Produce.

Q . How would contracting
seed production work?

The seed production contracts are
confidential and form an
agreement between the
contracted BD seed grower and
the Biodynamic Seed Company for
an agreed quantity of seed.
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with Luke Sansom

Biodynamic Seed Company

biodynamicseedcompany@gmail.com

Q.’ What is the difference
between the contribution that can
be made by certified and non-
certified growers?

There are opportunities for
certified and non-certified
growers to get involved in BDSC
seed production. Elite seed is
essentially breeding stock and is
not sold on the commercial
market. It is the foundation seed
for starting a commercial seed
crop.

With Elite seed production a
strong emphasis is placed on
removing plants within the crop
that indicate they are the result of
cross pollination from a previous
generation. Specific traits unique
to the variety are also strongly
selected for and parameters like
population size and isolation
distance can vary from a
commercial seed crop.

Elite seed is not sold on the
commercial market and can be
produced using the Australian
Demeter Biodynamic Method
without having certification
status. All commercial seed
produced for the BDSC requires
Australian Demeter certification.

Q o The article mentions ‘future
opportunities” for Australian seed
producers. Is there a vision for the
future?

The BDSC is a not for profit
organisation based on a
collaboration between the
Biodynamic Seed Company and
International Vegetable Breeders.
This partnership allows the BDSC
to obtain varieties of a
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commercial standard and involves
farmers in the breeding,
maintaining and production of
these varieties within Australia.
This level of seed independence
has not yet been realised in
Australia and is a creative
response to support farming into
the future. Although the current
focus is on vegetable seed the
same principle can be applied to
pasture, forage and cropping. The
BDSC has a long term perspective,
being non-profit it can be driven
based on the needs of farmers.

Q . How can BD growers
become involved? Is there a
process in place for growers
interested in seed production?
The Biodynamic Seed Company
would particularly like to hear
from Demeter certified BDAAA
growers interested in commercial
seed production.

The process of organising seed
crops for spring planting 2020 is
underway so if you are
considering planting a seed crop
this year please make contact.
The techniques related to the
production of a specific seed crop
will be provided to the contracted
seed grower and this training
forms the basis of commercial
quality seed. Email your contact
details and the BDSC then sends
out further information to the
email address provided by the
grower.

The essential requirement to
register your interest is BDGA or
BDAAA membership and to be
actively practicing the Australian
Demeter Biodynamic Method.
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