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CHAPTER VIII 

PREPARING FOR DEMETER BIO-DYNAMIC 

CERTIFICATION 

 

 

Demeter Bio-Dynamic certification is not limited to members of the BDAAA or 

BDGAI.  It is available to any farm and its owner/operator meeting the requirements 

of “The Australian Demeter Bio-Dynamic Standard” (www.demeter.org.au).  The 

Standard also details the requirements for Processors, Wholesalers, Retailers, 

Importers and Exporters of Demeter Bio-Dynamic Produce. 

 

Membership of the BDAAA or BDGAI does not guarantee or automatically mean that 

a member of either organisation is registered under Demeter Bio-Dynamic 

certification. 

An operator must apply to the Bio-Dynamic Research Institute for registration as a 

user of the Demeter Bio-Dynamic trademark. 

 

Below is a summary of the certification system and the certification process. 

 

DEMETER BIO-DYNAMIC  CERTIFICATION 

A CERTIFICATION SYSTEM 

 

A.1 The certification system of the Bio-Dynamic Research Institute involves: 
i) Inspection of the operator production/processing unit and/or premises to 

assess compliance with the Australian Demeter Bio-Dynamic Standard. 
- at least annually, and 
- may also include random and unannounced inspections; 

ii) Random testing of soil, water and/or product for substances not compatible 
with the Standard. 

 

A.2 The certification system is audited by the Australian Quarantine and Inspection 

Service (AQIS), who provide Government-to-Government assurances that the 

Institute is implementing its duties.  AQIS assesses that the Bio-Dynamic 

Research Institute  

 certification system complies with: 

 
i) The National Standard for Organic and Bio-Dynamic Produce 
ii) The Export Control (Organic Produce Certification) Orders 
iii) The Administrative Arrangements, and 
iv) Importing Country Regulations 
 

 

 

© 
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B APPLICATION  FOR REGISTRATION  AS  A  DEMETER 

TRADEMARK USER 

 

B.1 When an operator believes he/she meets the requirements outlined in the 

National Standard for Organic and Bio-Dynamic Produce   AND   the 

requirements detailed in The Australian DEMETER Bio-Dynamic Standard, 

he/she may apply to the Bio-Dynamic Research Institute for certification as a 

DEMETER  Trademark user. 

 

NB:   Copies of the Standards are available from the Research Institute. 

 

B.2 To apply for certification as a DEMETER  Trademark user, an operator must 

complete and return to the Bio-Dynamic Research Institute the information 

requested in the Application Form provided by the Research Institute. 
 
B.3 Upon receipt of an application for DEMETER Registration, an appointed 

officer of the Bio-Dynamic Research Institute will ensure all requested 
information has been completed. 

 
B.3.1 If the necessary information has been supplied, and the submission 

appears to meet the criteria required by the National Standard for 
Organic and Bio-Dynamic Produce and the Australian DEMETER 
Bio-Dynamic Standard, an officer representing the Bio-Dynamic 
Research Institute Council will either: 

 
a)  arrange for an Institute inspector to inspect the operator and premises 

of the applicant, or 
b) appoint a suitably qualified person to inspect the operator and the 

operation. 
 

Note:  An applicant or certified operator has no right to choose their own inspector.  
In applying for, or renewing, DEMETER certification the applicant/operator 
will agree to co-operate  with the inspector appointed by the Research 
Institute. 

 
B.3.2 If the necessary information has not been supplied or is incomplete, the 

applicant will be requested  to provide the necessary information. 
 
B.4. The designated inspector will complete the appropriate Inspection Report, and 

present the report, along with his recommendations to the Bio-Dynamic 
Research Institute Review Committee. 

 
B.5 The Review Committee will then determine whether the application for 

DEMETER Registration meets all of the requirements set out in this Standard. 
 

Note: 

The certification process takes an average of three months from receipt 
of an application form, until the Review Committee indicates its 
decision. 

The procedure will be delayed if an inspector is unable to arrange an 
inspection within one month of receipt of the application. 

 

 
B.6 If an applicant is successful he will be required to sign an Agreement with the 

Institute. Upon the Institute’s receipt of the signed agreement (one copy retained 
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by the Institute and one copy returned to the applicant) a Certificate indicating 
that the applicant is recognised as an authorised user of the DEMETER 
Trademark will then be issued. 

 

B.7 Where an applicant does not meet the requirements for DEMETER 
registration, a letter will be issued outlining where the deficiencies have 
occurred.  

 
C MAINTAINING   DEMETER  REGISTRATION  
 
C.1 So long as the authorised user continues to meet the requirements outlined in the 

Standard he/she will be eligible for a renewal of the certificate each year as 
outlined in The Australian Demeter Bio-Dynamic Standard. 

 
C.2 As part of the certificate renewal process, each Authorised User of the 

DEMETER Trademark will be issued with a Trademark Renewal and 
Information Form before the end of each trademark year.  The authorised user 
must provide the information requested on this form, and return the signed 
Renewal Form, along with the current certification fee, to the Institute. 

 
C.3 Provided points C.1 and C.2 have been fulfilled, the Institute will send the 

authorised user a new DEMETER certificate to cover the new Trademark year. 
 
 

 
Suplimentory example of the Farm management plan required for 

 Demeter Bio-Dynamic Certification 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document includes the following: 

1. Purpose 
2. Quality Policy Statement 
3. Responsibility and Authority 
4. Management Plan 

 
****** 

1. PURPOSE 

 

In Australia the Bio-Dynamic Research Institute is the registered proprietor of the 

DEMETER name and mark. 

 

The Institute has developed a certification system as the means of providing assurance that 

any produce which carries the DEMETER word and/or Trademark complies with the 

Australian DEMETER Bio-Dynamic Standard. 

 

One of the requirements for producers to meet the Australian DEMETER Bio-Dynamic 

Standard, is to develop a “Farm Management Plan” in accordance with the requirements of 

the National Standard for Organic and Bio-Dynamic Product (Section 3, point 3.1.2). 

 

Farm Property Name 

and / or 

Business / Partnership Name 

 

DEMETER BIO-DYNAMIC 

FARM  MANAGEMENT PLAN 
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This document records how this farm is managed in order to achieve and maintain the 

requirements of the Bio-Dynamic Research Institute. 

 

 

2. QUALITY POLICY STATEMENT 

 

I/We, …………………..…………………. ………………………….(Print Name/s) 

take responsibility for the provision of high quality DEMETER Certified Bio-Dynamic 

Produce.  

 

This will be achieved by our adhering to the requirements outlined in The Australian 

DEMETER Bio-Dynamic Standard. 

 

 

Signed:  ………………………………………………   Dated: …………………… 

 

 

3.    RESPONSIBILITY  AND AUTHORITY 

 

Unless otherwise indicated in this document, the person(s) responsible for overseeing and 

ensuring that all operational aspects detailed in this Farm Management Plan are implemented 

is/are: 

  Name    Area of Responsibility  

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. MANAGEMENT  PLAN 

 

i.  Application of 500 and the Bio-Dynamic Preparations (502 to 507) 

 

The preparations will be of a quality approved by the Research Institute, and stored and 

applied according to the requirements detailed in The Australian DEMETER Bio-Dynamic 

Standard. 

 

They will be applied to all areas of the farm at least: 

a) annually, and 

b) at a time, and in a manner which ensures the effectiveness of their application.   

Any areas which can not be treated, due to physical land restrictions eg. Steep rocky outcrops, 

heavily timbered ground, are indicated in the attached farm map. 

 

ii.  Farm  Management 

 

General Management 

All aspects of general farm management are undertaken to allow the advantageous working of 

the Bio-Dynamic preparations.  This includes, but is not limited to: 

a)  soil brought to and maintained in an aerobic state 

b) soil cultivation undertaken in support of soil life (Reference: ‘Soil Cultivation’ 

video) 

c)  rotational grazing of livestock combined with dynamic pasture management 

d)  sufficient subdivision to allow c) above to occur 

e) regular harrowing of manure after cattle rotations  

f) slashing methods to ensure dynamic plant growth 

g) companion planting; crop rotation;  green manuring;   
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h) composting and sheet composting 

 

Use of Inputs 

Any use of inputs, either for  

a) soil conditioning;  

b) plant pest or disease control;  

c) for livestock pest and disease control; 

d) livestock nutrition 

will only be applied  IF  they are permitted by the National Standard for Organic and Bio-

Dynamic Produce,   AND   prior approval for the product(s) use has been obtained from the 

Research Institute. 

 

Use of any such input is documented to record : 

a) For Soil Conditioners 

- reason for application 

-  total amount of product purchased 

- application dates,  

- which areas of the property 

- amount applied per area  

 

b) For Plant Pest or Disease Control 

- reason for application 

- total amount of product purchased 

- application dates 

- rate of application 

- which areas/crops where treated 

- success of the control method 

 

c) For Livestock Pest or Disease Control 

- reason for application 

- total amount of product purchased 

- application dates 

- rate of application 

- which livestock where treated 

- stock management after treatment 

- success of the control method 

 

d) For Livestock Nutrition 

- reason for supplement 

- total amount of product purchased 

- date or period offered 

- rate of consumption 

- which livestock where supplemented 

- success of the supplement 

 

 

 

Livestock 

 

Where livestock are not born on my property, I have established a record keeping system and 

livestock identification program to allow ready traceability of any such livestock. 

 

Livestock which need to be treated with veterinary drugs are held in the allocated quarantine 

paddock for a period of three times the withholding period of the drug, or for three weeks, 

whichever is the longer period.  Such stock are recorded and able to be identified when finally 

released back into the total farm system.  A record is also kept of the treatment, including the 
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substance/medication, the active ingredient and the duration of treatment.  Any by-products of 

the livestock during the treatment is also accounted for in this documentation. 

 

Due to the neighbouring conditions/environment I am required to use the following 

vaccination program: 

 

 Livestock   Vaccination Required    Age Administered 

 

 

 

I have a letter from the manufacturers of the product used stating that it does not contain any GE 

product or is not produced from GE By-product (letter attached).   

 

 

Environmental /  Neighbouring Activity Contamination 

All possible efforts will be undertaken to eliminate any chance of accidental/neighbouring 

activity contamination of land or produce with substances that are not permitted under The 

Australian DEMETER Bio-Dynamic Standard.  In this regard I have communicated with 

relevant neighbours and/or council and/or contractors so as to inform them of my situation, 

and to seek their co-operation in facilitating my goal. 

 

Other activities that I have undertaken to reduce such a risk include: 

 

  Activity    Reducing the Risk of: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sanitation Products 

Apart from water and air, only products listed in the National standard for Organic and 

Bio-Dynamic Produce are considered for sanitation of equipment or areas which come in 

contact with certified produce.   

 

My particular enterprise(s) include, but are not limited to, the following sanitation activities: 

 Enterprise / Activity    Sanitation treatment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Farm Storage 

Only post harvest/storage treatments permitted by the National standard for Organic and 

Bio-Dynamic Produce are considered for our produce. 

 

My particular enterprise(s) include, but are not limited to, the following storage 

activities/treatment: 

 Enterprise / Activity    Storage Conditions 

 

 

 

 



 

115 

 

Identification and trace-back of certified product 

Product is identifiable throughout storage, handling and transport.  For our enterprise(s) this is 

achieved by: 

  Enterprise  Code / Identification / Trace-back System 

 

 

 

 

 

Risk Assessment & HACCP Program 

The following outlines the essential points of a Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points 

(HACCP) program for your farm activities: 

 

Purpose 

• The purpose of a hazard analysis is to identify the specific operations on your farm where 

there might be a risk to public health because of a chemical, biological or physical 

contaminant. 

• A hazard analysis allows you, family members or employees to focus food safety 

management procedures where they are really needed. 

 

Steps to prepare a HACCP program 

1. Draw a flow chart or list all the steps involved in producing and handling any product 

which will eventually be for human consumption. 

- note that individual commodities such as different grain types can all be treated under 

the general heading of grain, unless, of course there is a difference in the handling 

procedure of the different grains. 

 

2. Identify any possible hazards which may occur at each of the above steps. eg. If you are 

dependent on contract harvesting for your grain, any off farm storage or processing, 

transport of product, farming practices by neighbours which may cause contamination of 

product, employment of seasonal workers. 

 

3. For every point identified in 2 above, it is essential to outline what you, or the person 

responsible for that operation, need to do to eliminate or reduce the hazard.  This process is 

termed “Risk Assessment” and will need to be undertaken for all areas of your operation 

that may affect your certification status. 

 

For example, this can be done by:   

i) Setting Limits  

For each control identified, a set of acceptable limits need to be established which set 

the boundaries for safe food 

• The National and Demeter Standards identify your Organic/Bio-Dynamic responsibilities.  

For example: 

- only certified or approved products to be introduced onto your farm 

- exact and documented procedures for dealing with non-permitted substances 

needing to be introduced on farm eg. Marking and recording, and quarantine of 

areas, where products or livestock are treated with substances not permitted under 

the Standard 

- In general, a chemical contamination that results from sources outside your 

control, must test no greater than 10% of the MRL for the substance in the 

particular product. 

• Other limits may be set according to food quality/storage practices eg. 

      chilled, perishable foods must be stored at between 1-5°C, or temperature set appropriate 

to the product as legislated under food regulation.   

 

ii) Good Management Practice (GMP) 

You will already be doing this, or by now you would be out of business! 
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However you need to have these practices documented e.g: 

- general cleaning procedures for things like storage and farm equipment. 

- Pest control measures for any product stored on farm etc. 

 

 

 

 

Monitoring and recording the program 

1. Where you are dependent on employees, especially seasonal workers, it is important that 

you have some form of clearly defined roster whereby each individual  is CLEAR of their 

task in the HACCP program, and importantly how to effectively fulfil that task. 

 

2. Your farm record book should note if there was any alteration to your documented 

procedure, and the reason for that alteration.  

 

If it is to be a permanent change to your procedure you will need to alter your 

documentation accordingly.  As this is a practical and living process, it is to be expected 

that changes will be made to your HACCP documentation.  It is called an “ongoing 

review” of your business.  The altered documentation replaces the former program, but 

keep a copy of your “old” program on file for the “paper work addicts” (sorry – I mean 

“auditors”), so they can see a documented “ongoing review” process. 

 

3. Your farm log book should also report any corrective action taken, when your control 

checks of the hazard points indicate they are operating outside the procedures established 

by you or the National and Demeter Standard. 

 

 

NOTE:  If contamination does occur, you need to document any corrective actions taken to 

contain the hazard, and any changes to procedure as a result of the experience. 
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