CIRISTHAS FOUNDATION AND SOCI®TY TODAY.
fi.de Podolinsky Feb. 1970

Recently in two small publications, one by F, Herbert
Hillringﬁﬁs and the other by Prof. Dr, F, V7ilken, doubt has once
again been expressed regardins the Christmas Foundation impulse
of 1923. 4s aspects of these publications appear to have been
discussed with particular interest among some German speaking
nembers in this country, may it be permitted to put the following
thoﬁghts.

Cver the many years in which various dcubts regarding the
foundation impulse have been expressed one could note with some
surprise how equally well-sounding claims were made as to when
cur impulse was to have succumbed: seven months after Christmas 18
at the premature death of Dr Steiner, with the 1934/5 crisis, at
the founding of the Machlassverein, at the death of the last
member of the original Vorstand, and after the acceptance of
flachlass books into the CGoetheanum. Hillringﬂ%s believes 1t
occurred at the time of Dr. Steiner's death, Prof,., Wilkin at the
time of the Steffen - lMarie Stelner discord.

The discugsion whe ther or when the Chriabtmas
Foundation impulse left our Society, appears to me to resuit
from a misconcepticn.

When in 1923 Dr. Steiner announced Anthro-osophic Movement

and Society existing inter joined as one, he pointed out to us
be
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striven for especially by members of the High School of Spiritual
Science ;s and not long after he finds it necessary to speak of
how this impulse could be lost, if it was not sufficiently

striven for. This demonstrates that with the Society's founding
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event nothing in the way of “once and therefore ~ver after’ took
plac~, which could be equally p-rmanently destroyed at some later
date.

Dr. Steiner transmitted the surprising possibiility of how a
Society could be founded - how this thsrefore would have
earthly £ orm—without in it arising at the same time

he seed of death as is the case with all other human Societies,
ord=rs etc.

e have Anthroposophic lMovement, a spiritual activity with

he possibility of such intimate onsness with earthly form that
the latter, although continuing to exist purposefully on the
earthly plane, is permeated by soviritual activity in such a way
as to be freed from earthly death. This could oniy happen with
an Anthroposophic Society, one of knowlsdge of man, which can by
reason of this essence continue to account continuously for future
development reguirements of man and will therefore not become
outmoded and ~ventually die. Furthermore it would be unthinkable
that the Michael impulse, which today must work in man and on
earth, could be carried in any other form.

Anthroposophic lovement can of course also be active in
a gincie person, who can therpwith be fruitful to his enviromnment.

his though is then limited to the powers of one individual;

and who has not, at first painfuily, had to acknowledge his
limitations herein? Who could ovebklook, even if much winnowing
had to be done, how grateful he had to be for even ever so indirect
sugrestions stemming from other s e r 1 o u s members? How
grateful must we be if, for he furth-rance of a mutually recog-

nised task, we meet for the purpose of working together fresly
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and independently! The possibility for this is provided for with
he frame or form of our Society. Ths one who turns his back to

ives himself Anthronosophic account, can

thig, if he seriously ¢

recognise his continuous search for justifying argumentsz, which
aften of course have to query Society!s existence altopgether, as
symptomatic of his own isolation, in which he experiences himself

as a prematurely drying~off leaf. It was for certain this, which
brousht thoss ‘mportant individuvalities back to the Soclety affer the
war, even if, possibly, in circumstances of some humiliation.

In this original sxp-rience of our d i r e ¢ & 6 d co-working
as free individualities without "direction from above” as would be
the cass slsewhere, Wwe can recognise the factualness of M 1 ¢ h a e
Ho s t and therewlith the foundation of cur Seociety impuige. In
our case nothing of this kind cculd exist on account of legal
statutes, but only be recognised where it lives and is therewith
cach time called into existence.

Christmas Foundation impulse exists only where and & s 1 o n ¢
a s individuais work t o ge ther on ear th in a
selfless way. Vorstand and Socilety problems have no direct influenc:
hereupon, although we continue to require fundamentally, and wmust
continuously strive for (1), the mediation of a Society centrs:
and this is very much the case,-today perhaps more in the way as
is n o w 7required - especially because we have no one towsring
perscnality infiu=nc-, as much as we may miss such an individuality
at a Dornach visit. That though would indicate only a personal
loss and not a degeneration of the Goethesanum or Verstand themselves
as has been suggested. "Ideal”™ man exists only in Luciferic

imagjination. With particular gratitude we may accept Dr. Steinsr's
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indication via Johann~s Thomasius, how, we, although still
partially entwin~d in darkness, can yet contribute positively,
where such activity is kepnt seperated from our lwwer self.

More should not be demanded from any one of us if we are to enter

into the problem spheres of future development.




